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One of Karen Woodfield’s fascinating, ever 
changing, printed plaster casts.  It looks like a 
piece of cake - my photography too is cake-
orientated!
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Our September meeting 

Same venue as our July meeting ... still no 
WiFi.  Still, it was the Library and 

Information Centre, what else would you 
expect? 

We started a little later than usual which 
meant that we had a packed session fitting 
in everything we usually do with the extra 
half hour.  We always rise to a challenge 

even if it kills us! 
We had a very enthusiastic group of 12 
students on Saturday including two L1 

students and 1 who attended for the first 
time.  We were very pleased to welcome 

new OCA students Sarah B and Kevin D to 
their first regional meeting, and L2 student 
Kate A to her first regional meeting.  It was 

great to have your contributions & hope 
that we will see you at our meetings for 

the next 12 years🤓  

Sue Parr & I met earlier in the week to 
finalise all the publicity material including 
the press release for our second OCA SW 

exhibition scheduled for November 19-25, 
so that side is all set to go.  Sue has done a 

superb job with the design and we are 
very grateful to her for doing that. 

In the email, you will have seen two forms 
for you to fill in: the stewarding rota and 
the exhibits information sheet.  Anyone 
who has attended our SW meetings this 

year is eligible to submit work for the 
exhibition.  Anyone can steward! 

We have had a change in our October 
meeting, please read on. 

As always, we are very glad that our 
meticulous scribe, Anne Bryson, has 

recorded our meeting, notes of which 
follow this. 
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South West OCA Meeting 8 th September 2018 

by Anne Bryson 

Our latest session, which took place in Paignton Library on Saturday 8 th September, was 
very well attended with 12 students meeting under the guidance of visiting tutor Jesse 
Alexander, who until recently was the course leader for OCA Photography. There is a 
tendency sometimes for students to think that meetings will be less relevant if the tutor is 
from a discipline other than their own. Nothing could be further from the truth and it was 
good to see students following illustration, history of art, drawing, painting and creative arts 
pathways as well as photographers at this session.

Jesse kicked off the session by showing us a photograph of the contents of a drawer at his 
grandparent’s house. The drawer contained placemats depicting scenes from Constable 
paintings and Jesse explained that he and his brother always fought over the one showing the 
Hay Wain, a traditional idyllic countryside image that always brought back memories of his 
Somerset childhood.

He went on to show his images from an ongoing project based around Stockhill Wood, a very 
short  distance from his home. He currently has about 70 images for this project showing the 
woods throughout the year but explained this is still very much work in progress and he is 
probably only about half way through. He just goes and spends a couple of hours wandering 
around with his camera and although this is quite a small area, always finds something new. I 
found this reassuring as I sometimes think we put too much pressure on ourselves looking 
for something specific or ‘special’. 

After a short refreshment break Jesse told us about a new and completely different 
experimental project he is working on based on online profiles for a dating website. He did 
stress that most of the profiles he showed us belonged to friends or relatives. This was 
something new to most of us but interesting none the less.

We then launched into the activity Jesse had set us: to 
bring something with us which was related to the 
landscape but not to our current course and what a 
variety of interesting items were produced.

Kate who joined us for the first time, brought a 
‘Procrastination Map.’ Brilliant, most of us could 
identify with that! Di brought a piece of rock from the 
coast near to where she lives. She had started to polish 
it and the pink shade was really coming through. Di 
had hoped that this might be alabaster which is to be 
found along this coast, but Liz, a geologist by training, 
informed us it was gypsum. Karen brought a
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Rachel Whiteread book and talked about how she (Whiteread) had cast the inside sculpture 
of a house from the original derelict building. Anna, a 
collector of coffee cups, brought a cup and saucer linked to 
the Civilisation (https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/
p05xxwh5/civilisations-series-1-3-picturing-paradise) 
programme  on landscape Jesse had asked us to watch in 
advance of the meeting. She explained it came from the ‘café 
of good government’ in Sienna.

Paddy brought a painting she had made years ago taken from 
a photograph she had accidentally triple exposed – very 
impressive results from a happy accident.

After lunch and the customary cake and 
fruit, we moved on to sharing our own 
work. Dorothy talked about her current 
project looking at how illustrators relate 
text to an image and her thoughts on 
how she might approach this with ‘The 
Three Bears’ story.

Liz read us her artist’s statement for her 
assignment 5 landscape project. We were all 
stunned by her beautiful final images but could 
not agree on whether she should present them 
large or as the small fold out versions.

Jesse suggested she have the 
large photograph printed on 
aluminium which Liz is 
going to investigate.

Anne is nearing the end of 
Landscape assignment 1 and 
thinking about presenting as 
a double-sided circle 
accordion book with images 
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on both the outside and inside. We discussed the best way to do this and different forms of 
closing the book were suggested.

Karen showed us her ‘theme book, for her Creative Arts project. She is currently working 
with plaster and creating experimental pieces using tattoo paper, food colouring and 
wrapping. Paddy is working with natural materials; poppy seeds, natural dyes, handmade 
paper. She brought an incredibly beautiful mat which looked for all the world like the forest 
floor but was made entirely from latex.

Sarah has only recently started Drawing 1 and showed us her exercise on creating light texture 
in her drawings and explained how difficult it was distinguishing texture form light and shade 
in drawing. Kevin has also quite recently started studying with the OCA and is working on 
Expressing Your Vision. He showed us as selection of images looking at light and it was 
suggested that the best way forward was to print them all off, lay them on the floor and look 
for connections.

We all had a good chuckle at Kate’s 
work which is influenced by Henry 
Fax Talbot’s lace images. Using 
used underwear purchased from 
eBay – some not very functional, 
says Kate, she is creating 
photograms for the Context and 
Narrative course. Despite the 
humour, Kate did get some good 
suggestions for taking the project 
forward.

Holly is using a paper cutter to 
create patterns cut from 
photographs and is linking this to 
memory. She has a box of old 
family photographs and hopes to be 
able to create something with them that the family can enjoy. The interaction and support 
did not end at 4.30 when the library closed. Paddy offered Di hands on support with 
WordPress and Anna offered Sarah support with her ‘stuckness’. 

Anna was last to present her own stuckness in that she needs to rework her BoW and all the 
strands she has tried so far are not satisfactory.  Jesse suggested printing them all small, which 
she is going to try.

Four of us travelling by train and still buzzing, managed to get seats together on the way 
home so the artistic talk continued. Another worthwhile day with thanks going to Anna for 
organising and Jesse for his time and inspiration.
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We were sad to hear that Polly Harvey will not be able to lead our 
meeting in October because her  OCA commitments have changed. 

But we are delighted that Michele Whiting, who had to cancel her 
commitment to us in April because of a family emergency, will be 
available to lead our 13th October meeting in Bristol!!!  

The topic will be “Professional practice and Curating”.  This will be 
useful for everyone, irrespective of how far they are in their specialism 
journey. 

If you would like to join the October crowd at St Elizabeth Hall in 
Bristol led by Michele Whiting, and have not already signed up, please 
let me (ANNA) know as soon as you can.   

The day will be as all our regular meetings: 

10am: Michele will talk about her topic. 

11am: coffee & cake! 

11.15: Discussion topic set by Michele & yet to be finalised. 

1 - 1.30 Lunch 

1.30 - 4.30: Students present their work in progress / stuckness / 
resolution of stuckness / joy in being alive! 
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I know that you will also be 
delighted to know that Doug 
Burton has kindly agreed to 
open our November exhibition! 
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Please send Sue ideas of what you are likely to submit for the 
exhibition as well as a short bio, as she needs to get the exhibition 
leaflet done soon.  Please submit new work and not work which was 
exhibited in last year’s event. 

Twenty people have offered to exhibit work and 3 have offered to 
steward.  We will need at least 14 stewards for the week, but preferably 
28. 

We can’t have an exhibition without stewards, so please remember 
that one. 
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                           End of year exhibition 

Would you like to be part of the week-long exhibition? 

                   Let me know. 

Would you be able to help with any of the following: 

Curating: 

Hanging: 

Stewarding at the event 

      Please let me know. 

We are very excited that OCASA has agreed to 
sponsor the event! HURRAY!!! Many thanks. 


