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The disadvantage of the salt print was

its dull appearance. Although the internal
chemistry of the albumen print was identi-
cal to that of the salt print, the addition of
albumen (egg white) to the paper surface
was a distinct improvement.
It produced an attractive glossy finish,

which brought out the detail of the image
and enhanced the colour. If a matt finish
was preferred, then a little arrowroot could
be added to the mix. The coating tended to
crack over time, and this was prevented by
the addition of honey.

The production of salted albumen coat-
ed papers for subsequent sensitising with
silver nitrate was big business durlng the
second half of the 19th century. lt is said
that, at one time, the Dresden Albumiz-
ing Company was using over 25 million
eggs a /ear. Recipes requiring egg yolks
abounded.

When you have mastered the art of the
salt print, you might wish to try albumen
printing. After all, everything extra that you
need is available in the kitchen. Alternative-
ly, you could just liven up your salt prlnts
and cyanotypes with a coat of thinned art-
ist's varnish.

The calotype paper negative was gone by
the end of the 1 850s, and albumen prints
would have been printed from Fred Ar-
cher's glass wet plate negatives until the
1 880s, when the dry plate was introduced.
Gelatine silver prints took over from the
mid-'1 890s, and are still used today.

Although the first reference to a pho-
tographic enlarger was made by Draper in
1840, they weren't commercially available
until the turn of the century. ln the absence
of an enlarger, contact printing was used. lf
you wanted a big image, then you needed a

big negative and a big camera.
Large format cameras were the norm,

and plates up to 8x1Oin were common:
plates as large as 20x24in (and the cam-
eras to take them) were not unknown.
Large plate cameras may have been incon-
venient to handle, but the image resolu-
tion was superb.

Toward the end of the century, anoth-
er of Herschel's discoveries from 1842
gained recognition. This was the argento-
type, which used a combination of iron and
silver salts.

They became known as Van Dyke prints,
because their colour was reminiscent of
the work of the Flemish painter. They are
relatively easy to make, but mixing the sen-
sitiser needs care. The final result is very
similar to a salt or albumen print, but more
brown than sepia.
The platinum print (and its less expen-

sive cousin, the palladium print) became
popular when William Wallis introduced
platinum paper in the mid-1 870s. Difficult
and expensive to make, but with enduring
and resonant tones, these are the king and
queen of old processes.

Platinum printing had a revival in the
1960s with photographers and prlnters
such as Robert Mapplethorpe, Richard
Arentz and lrving Penn using the process.
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Making a cyanotype
The cyanotype is a very forgiving process.
ln fact, it is almost impossible to go wrong!
Two chemicals in solution are combined
and brushed onto a sheet of paper in
normal room lighting. After drying, the pa-
per is exposed under UV light through a

negative. The resulting print is then washed
and dried.

Two cyanotype so/utions ore mode up as follows:
. Dissolve 209 of green (not brown) ferric
ammonium citrate in 100m1 of tap water.
Store in a brown glass bottle.
. Dissolve 8g of potassium ferricyanide
in "l 00ml of tap water. Store in another
brown glass bottle.

Sensitising the paper
. On a sheet of prepared paper (see part one
of the article, RPS Journol luly/Aug 2013,
Vol "l 53, No 6) and using a soft pencil, mark
where the corners of the negative will go.
.Take 1 5ml of each solution and mix them
together in a small jar.
.ln subdued light, brush the mixture onto
the paper in the area outlined. Don't flood
the surface, but be sure to cover every
spot. lt doesn't matter if you go over the
edge - brush strokes outside the image just
add to the charm of a cyanotype.
. Finish by carefully laying off, both horizon-
tally and vertically.
. Allow the paper to dry by itself in the dark
for a few hours before using.


